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THE MONASTERIES (BAHA AND BAHI) OF PATAN 

A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE CULTURAL TOPOGRAPHY OF A NEWAR TOWN 


NIELS GUTSCHOW AND HEMRAJ SHAKYA 


This contribution does not aim at providing an understanding of the 
historical growth process of Patan. T.he history of Patan is as obscure 
as that of any other Nevaz town. It is only now that we have started 
drawing conclusions from details of urban ritualism*, implying that 
certain notions of space could be utilised as evidence which until now 
was of interest to an anthropologist only. 

2 

With processions as well as the underlying concept of the town plan of 

Patan - the four stupas (New. thudo) "guarding" the cardinal points of 
3 

the compass have been dealt with recently. It might therefore suffice 
to recall that nothing is known about the age of the stupas - their 
outer appearance providing no hint whatsoever at dating them earlier 
than the 16th century. Analysing the map of Patan, however, we come to 
some conclusions concerning the growth pattern of the town. An early 
phase of development is characterised by a diagonal road still leading 
from Nugah in southeast to Tapahiti in northwest. The road follows the 
contour lines high above the banks of the Bagmati (see fig. 1). The 
same type of spatial organisation characterizes the latest phase of 
development : a diagonal road leads from Nakabahi to Patan Dhoka, pro¬ 
viding a direct link to Kathmandu. 

Following the early stage of development for which stands the diagonal 
road linking several small hamlets, we come across an oriented street¬ 
crossing. The elements of thiflfetreet-crossing point towards Konti 
(north) with the Kumbhesvara/Sarvesvara and towards Thati (south) with 
Matsyendranath as well as Balkumari in the east and Puco in the west* 

It was the impact of this street-crossing which characterized further 
development and from which a grid-like street pattern emerged. It may 
be noted that the crossing deviates by 24 degrees exactly from the 
north. No explanation has been found so far for this deviation. 
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We assume that it is only during the third stage that the present day 
street-crossing, oriented towards the four stupas, came to dominate the 
basic pattern of the town. Although we are not in a position to locate 
the early palaces ( darbar ) of Patan, we see a developing centre located 
in the southeastern sector right at uhe intersection of the street¬ 
crossing towards the end of the 16th century. 

We are inclined to believe that ^fe basic change in pattern, i.e. the 
significant shift from the first to the second street-crossing, one 
block to the east and south, occurred around the beginning of this mil¬ 
lennium . 


It is, however, the reign of Siddhi Narasimha (1618-1658, Nepal samvat 
738-778) we would like to concentrate on with the following remarks* 
Under Siddhi Narasimha, Patan reached an early height of cultural de¬ 
velopment in comparison with Kathmandu and Bhaktapur. The king insti¬ 
tutionalized a hierarchic order of the existing monasteries and the new 

ones built during his rule. A chronicle ( vamsavali ) tells us of an ex- 

4 - - 

tension of Patan and of a translocation of an existing baha for the 

purpose of extending the palace.^ 

Moreover, we have an account^ mentioning a lot of temples in altogether 
37 localities (Nep. tol) of Patan. All this leads us to assume that the 
basic pattern of Patan had already fully developed in the middle of the 
17th century. 

Let us now talk about the pattern of distribution of monasteries (mafca- 
vihara ) and branch monasteries ( vihara ) which so well determine the 
cultural, social as well as spatial pattern of Patan. 

Today we can count altogether 156 monasteries. Of these, 148 are locat¬ 
ed in Patan proper and the remaining eight in villages (Capagaum No. 

41, Baregaum No. 154, Cobhar No. 39 and No. 156, Pharpin No. 151, Bumga- 
mati No. 42, and Kirtipur No. 40 and No. 155 - the numbers referring to 
fig. 2) which belonged to the former domain of the Kingdom of Patan du¬ 
ring the reign of the later Malla Kings (16th - 18th centuries). The 
two monasteries of the western suburb Puco are counted under Patan 
proper. It should be noted that it was Siddhi Narasimha's plan to ex¬ 
tend Patan up to Puco.^ 

Of the 156 monasteries, 18 are still counted as the main ones ( mahavi - 
hara or baha ; mapped in fig. 2 with full names) whereas 32 are second¬ 
ary monasteries ( mahavihara or bahi ; mapped in fig. 2 with circles a- 
round numbers). The remaining ones are branch monasteries ( vihara or 
kaoabaha^ 
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The main difference between the monasteries is centred on the right of 
initiation. The 18 main bahas have the right to initiate Vajracarya - 
the highest caste group among the Buddhist population, usually referred 
to as priests - as well as Sakya. The 32 bahis, however, have the sole 
right to initiate Sakya. The branch monasteries do not have any right 
of initiation. 

The striking information the chronicle provides is the order of hier- 

o 

archy and precedence, which was kept nearly unchanged until now. Only 
12 of the 18 bahas of today existed when Siddhi Narasimha set the rules 
for the election of the heads ( nayke ) of the baha and the order of pre¬ 
cedence. Among these, Yacchubaha (No. 130), Subaha (No. 138), Cukabaha 
(No. 36), Ukubaha (No. 2) and Gujibaha (No. 17) had a head who pre¬ 
sided over the chiefs of these five bahas. It should be noted that all 
these bahas are located in the southeast of the town. 

a 

The newly established bahas were named as Oipbaha (No. 124), Jyobaha 
(No. 127) and Dhumbaha (No. 110), all located in the northeastern sec¬ 
tor of the town. Of those bahas in the villages Cobaha (No. 39) in Co- 
bhar and Kyapubaha (No. 40) in Kirtipur were counted among the 18 main 
bahas. The chronicle thus counts 17 bahas as the leading ones. Sibaha 
(No. 74) was established only after the rules were, set by Siddhi Nara¬ 
simha. It was thus left to the succeeding kings to provide the right of 
initiation to Sibaha. 

Yet the order of the 15 bahas is still observed in the performance of 
certain rituals. Picture 5 shows 150 "ajus" (eldermen) being offered 
the "five offerings” ( panoadan ) by a certain Siddhiraj Sakya of Nagbaha 
in the courtyard of Akibaha on the occasion of a family event. Each of 
the 15 bahas sends 10 ajus to take part in that ritual. Thus we see 
that although the right of initiation was given to two bahas outside 
the town as well as to the one that was later established, certain ac¬ 
tivities were confined to those 15 bahas which existed during the reign 
of Siddhi Narasimha. 

Among the most spectacular spatial manipulations we have to 'consider 
the translocation of the Hahbaha from the present side of the palace 
towards the quarter of Gabaha. Even now a special ritual reminds us of 
that manipulation thus providing an idea of how precarious the trans¬ 
formation of a given ritual infrastucture must have been. Legend has 
it that the Hahbaha was founded at the site of a rivulet. When fire was 
seen above that rivulet it was taken as an auspicious sign to biiild a 
monastery. Fire and water are symbols of worlds above and below earth, 
thus defining a sacred place of communication between this world and 
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that of the gods. 

Even now, during the month of Gunla - the holy month of the Buddhists, 
corresponding to August of the Gregorian calendar - a massive square¬ 
shaped copper vessel, embellished with a Buddha image, is placed right 
in front of the main entrance of mulcok, the most important place with¬ 
in the palace. This vessel seems to aim at reconciling history. Space 
had been transformed - yet preceding conditions seem to convey certain 
qualities o£ space. In a way we have to believe that a given spatial 
order is ritually unchangeable. Therefore, if any change, i.e.,any ma¬ 
nipulation changing a religious environment, takes place, a ritual is 
needed for reconciliation with the gods or powers concerned. 

Of the former 148 monasteries only a few are now in good state and very 
few still function as a monastery, the most active of them being Kva- 
baha (No. 104). Some bahas are hardly traceable like Kontibaha (No. 

106) and Kanibaha (No. 149). Some bahas have preserved only the Buddha 
shrine (Kinubaha, No. 43; Jya£habaha, No. 14) whereas others - like 
Ubahagathica (No. 2), Ukubahala (No. 1), Bubaha (No. 60), Gabaha (No. 
59) or Kvabaha (No. 104) - still play an active role in the ritual life 
of Patan. Some bahas have been converted into predominantly Hindu 
shrines, leaving no trace of the former monastery, e.g. Sikabahi (No. 
153), the place of which is now occupied by the pitha of Camunda, one 
of the eight mother goddesses ( Astamatrka ) of Patan. 
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NOTES 

This paper is part of an extensive survey of the Newar towns of the 
Kathmandu valley, which was made possible by a grant of the GERMAN RE¬ 
SEARCH COUNCIL. The former monasteries of Patan were traced in March 
1974. This paper aims at nothing more than providing dates. A histori¬ 
cal view of the topography of Patan is still missing. The transscrip- 
tion of the list was made with the help of Mr. Thakurlal Manandhar and 
Dr. Michael Witzel. Thanks to their encouragement the manuscript was 
finished in december 1977. 

1) see as a case study • 'JUTSCHOW, N. and KOLVER, B. : Ordered space - 
Concepts and Functions in a town of Nepal . Nepal Research Centre Publi¬ 
cations, No. 1, Wiesbaden 1975. 

2) GUTSCHOW, N. : Prozessionen in Pafan; in : Storia della Citta , No. 

4, Milano 1977, p. 31-44. 

3) WIESNER, Ullrich : Zur Frage der sogenannten A&oka-Stupas in Patan, 
Nepal; in : Zur Kunstgeschichte Asiens - 50 Jahre Lehre und Forschung 
an der Universiidt K6ln> Wiesbaden 1977, p. 189-198. 

4) HASRAT, B.J. : History of Nepal - As Told by its Own and Contempo¬ 
rary Chroniclers. Hashiarpur 1970. 

j) WRIGHT, D. : History of Nepal . Cambridge 1977, p. 234. 

6) KUNU SHARMA : KirtZpataka. Patan 2018 (1961). 

7) see note 4 

8) WRIGHT, op. cit., p. 234-235. 

9) For cosmic religion see IRWIN's enlightened article on the Asoka 
pillars : IRWIN, John : A&okan Pillars : a Reassessment of the Evidence s 
Part IV : Symbolism ; in : Burlington Magazine , Vol. CXVIII, Nov. 1976 , 
p. 734-753. 

LOCATION NAMES 


ohefh 

house 

hiti. 

fountain 

nani 

- courtyard 

galli 

lane 

cuka 

courtyard 

tahdham 
• • 

big 

libi 

courtyard 

cidham 

small 

dune 

dusa 

inside (the house) 

tva 

quarter 



166 


JOURNAL OF THE NEPAL RESEARCH CENTRE No. 4 (Humanities) 1980 


FIGURES AND PLATES 



PlTAN 


Built up area in 1970. A street cross (18 degrees diffe¬ 
rence from the right angle) ,defined by 4 stupas under¬ 
lies the town-plan. The square (Thyakabaha jf by 4 m) or 
rectangular (Bubaha 60 by 3^ m) coutyards of the monas¬ 
teries fit very well into the grid-like pattern of the 
streets. 
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PATAN 

Of the 156 listed monasteries of the former domain of PI$an 
146 are situated in P&tan proper,2 In the western suburb of 
Puco (nep. Puleok) and 8 in Tillages west and south of the 
town. 
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PiTAN 

Not much is known about the historical topography of P&$an. 

During the reign of Siddhi Narasij|ha however 12 existing 
and 4 newly founded monasteries (mahAwihlra) were cited. 

A transfer was done (HahbSh&) to enable the king to enlarge 
fcls palace. 

4. Patan Air view of Ikhalakhu, the main square of one of the 24 
quarters (Nep. tot. New. tva ) of Patan at the intersection of two 
streets parallel to the street-crossing which underlies the town-plan. 
Around the square with its Ehairava, Ganei and Jagannath temple as well 
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LIST OF THE MONASTERIES 

List of the 156 bahas of Patan and the domain of Patan. The 18 main 
bahas are italicized in full length, whereas the 32 bahis are only par¬ 
tially italicized (mahavihara) . The other 106 bahas are so-called kaca- 
bahas or branch monasteries (vihara). 

Two of the 18 main bahas and six of the 32 bahis are located outside 
Patan proper within neighbouring villages. 



SANSKRIT-NAME 

NEWARI-NAME 

1. 

Omkulisri Rudravarnamahavihara 

Ukubahala 

2. 

Khandacukavihara 

Ubahagathica 

3. 

Purnacandravihara 

Dunebaha 

A . 

Jayativarnavihara 

Jatibaha 

5. 

Oraku1imahavihara 

Ubahabahi 

6. 

Bodhimandspavihara 

Mahabauddha 

7 . 

Dhanavajravihara 

Ghanandabaha 

8. 

Hiranyalabhavihara 

Bhajudhanabaha 

9. 

Ratnalabhavihara 

Bhimaraj abaha 

10. 

Rupavar^avihara 

Nagubaha 

1 1 . 

Iksavihara 

Ichembaha 

12. 

Dhanavirasimhavihara 

Dhanabaha 

13 . 

Vasuvarnavihara 

Basubaha 

1A. 

Padmavarnavihara 

Jyathabaha 

15. 

Dinavarnavihara 

Hitiphu sabaha 

16. 

Amrtavarnavihara 

Takabaha 

17. 

Vai^navarnamahavihara 

Gujibaha 

18. 

Bha§karavarnavihara 

Siddhibaha 

19. 

Sthavirapatramahavihara 

Thapabahi 

20. 

Samantabhadravihara 

Palubaha 

21 . 

Sirahacukavihara 

Sikucabaha 

22. 

Kutasimhavihara 

Ku tubaha 

23. 

Jayasrivihara 

Jo thabaha 

2 A . 

Kulacaityakirtivihara 

Kuladevbaha 

25. 

Devadattavihara 

Naudhabaha 

26. 

Jyes thavarnamahavihara 

Jyabahabahi 

27. 

Cakrakirtivihara 

Khvakhanabaha 

28. 

Dharmakirtivihara 

Harsabaha 

29. 

Bhaj umanakirtivihara 

Gvamgahbaha 

30. 

Triratnasimhavihara 

Triratnasirabaha 

31 . 

Dhanavirakutagaravihara 

Dhanadeobaha 

32. 

. Hatigalavihara 

Haugabaha 
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33. Bhajudhanasimhavihara 

34. Rajalrimahavihara 

35. Jyeethavarnamahavihara 

36. Cakravarnamahavihava 

37. Thatinamavihara 

38. DharmakZrtimahavihara 

39. Kaochapalagivimahavihara 

40. Jagatpalamahavihara 

41. Perakhamahavihara 

42. Amaravatimahavihara 

43. Lokakirtimahavihara 

44. Ikanamavihara 

45. Surascandramahavihara 

46. Jaganmamgahvihara 

47. Dharmakirtivihara 

48. Dattanamamahavihara 

49. Tokullvihara 

50. Vr§arajavihara 

51. Jagajjyotirvihara 

52. Tokulivihara 

53. Jyenavihara 

54. Ratriakaramahavihara 

55. Udayadevavihara 

56. Yantavihara 

57. Navavihara 

58. Bhairavasimhavihara 

59. Ga^avihara 

60. Yaiodhavamahavihara 

61. Sukhavativihara 

62. Devajotivihara 

63. Devarajavihara 

64. Ikunamavihara 

65. Padmavativihara 

66. Padmavatiyekulivihara 

67. (a) Kamukanamamahavihara 

67. (b) Kamukanamamahavihara 

68. Kanakadattavihara 

69. Raksesvarimahavihara 

70. Silapuradanagirimahavihara 

71. Kottavihara 

72. Camgalavihara 

73. Dharmakirtivihara 

74. Srivatsaitiahavihara 


Ibabahidune 

IbabahZ 

Tafhgahbaha 

Cukabaha 

Thatibaha 

Tahbaha 

Cobaha (in Cobhar near Kirtipur) 
Kyupubaha (in Kirtipu-r) 

Wabahi (in Capagaum) 

Bumgabahi (in Buqigamati) 

Kinubahi 

Ikabaha 

Nhaykambahi 

Jombaha 

Bhelkubaha 

Daubaha 

Yokubaha 

Brisrajabaha 

Jogadhusabaha 

Kakubaha 

Jyanabaha 

Hahbaha 

Wanabaha 

Walabaha 

Nhubaha 

Bhailasimbaha 

Gabaha 

Bubaha 

Bhajupatibaha 

Namdayabubaha 

Devarajabubaha 

Ikubaha 

Nahbaha 

Nahbahakulaip 

Khvayabahi 

Khvayabahi 

Natvabaha 

Puoobahi 

Cvepuoobahi 

Kva^habaha 

Camgalabaha 

Dharmakirtibaha 

Sibaha 
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Srivatsadundubhivihara 

Sij abaha 1 

76. 

Kanakavarnavihara 

Kanakabaha 

77. 

Chvacavihara 

Chayabaha 

78. 

Chvacavihara 

Cidhamguchayabahi 

79. 

Cakramuktavihara 

Ganeiabaha 

80. 

Mulasrivihara 

Mubaha 

81 . 

Cukhavihara 

Dudubaha 

82. 

Suprek$anavihara 

Mikhabaha 

83. 

Hemapurivihara 

Ye tabaha 

84. 

Ataskirtivihara 

Akibaha 

85. 

Bhaskaravarnavihara 

Nyakhacuka 

86. 

Bhajubalavihara 

Unacubhajubalabaha 

87. 

Srivatsavihara 

Athabaha 

88. 

Lokakir t linahav ihara 

Nakabahi 

89. 

Mativihara 

Matibaha 

90. 

Govindasimhavihara 

Matibahacukaca 

91 . 

Jyotivarpavihara 

Khachembaha 

92. 

Ratnaj yotivihara 

Thyakabaha 

93. 

Pasuvarnavihara 

Ilanhedilko 

94. 

Navavihara 

Nhubaha 

95. 

Yokhachemvihara 

Yokhachembaha 

96. 

Suvarnavihara 

Ikhachembaha 

97. 

Napicandramahavihara 

Duntubahi, 

98. 

Gopicandramahavihara 

Pintabahi 

99. 

Anandavihara 

Anandabaha 

100. 

(a) Laiitavanamahavihara 

Cvdham KontibahZ 

100. 

(b) Laiitavanamahavihara 

Tafydharp Kontibahi 

101 . 

Vagisvaravihara 

Sasunani 

102. 

Micchuvihara 

Ilamnani 

103. 

Dvarikavihara 

Ilamnani 

104. 

Hiranyavarnamahavihara 

Kvabaha 

105. 

Man inland a pamahav ihara 

Dhaugabahi 

106. 

Samkhadharakrtavihara 

Kontibaha 

107. 

Kulimavihara 

Kulimabaha 

108. 

Svamthavihara 

Svamthabaha 

109. 

Itumvihara 

Kobaha 

1 10. 

Gunalaksmikirtimahavihara 

Dhumbaha 

111. 

Yampimahavihara 

Ibahi 

112. 

Yampiyantamahavihara 

Ibahi 

113. 

Yampiyantamahavihara 

Ibahi 

114. 

Yampiyantamahavihat a 

Ibahi 

115. 

Karunacukavihara 

Karunacuka 

116. 

Saptapuramahavihara 

Cikambahi 
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117. Manikutavihara 

118. Triratnavlravibara 

119. Bhaisajyarajavihara 

120. Hodolanamavihara 

121. Kularatnavihara 

122. Yantavihara 

123. Lak$adhanavibara 

124. Vajrakirtimahavihara 

125. Suryavatravihara 

126. Dharmakirtivihara 

127. Jetavarnamahavihara 

128. Suvarpakbyavihara 

129. Yaipgraugranaaavihara 

130. Baladharaguptamahavihat*a 

131. Amrtavarnavibara 

132. Amrtavarnaaabavibara 

133. Mitravarnavihara 

134. Hendupativihara 

135. Layanacaityabimbavihara 

136. Ratnajayavihara 

137. Jayamaftgalavibara 

138. JtfyamanohariMahavihaTa 

139. Thakumvihara 

140. Jnanacandravibara 

141. Pilachemvihara 
142 Bhimacandravibara 

143. Padmota8rImabavihara 

144. Basucasilamabavibara 

145. Gustalamabavibara 

146. Pandavavibara 

147. Itirajamabavihara 

148. Yogalamkhyavihara 

149. Kanakavarnavihara 

150. Yantaribivihara 

151. Gaganaksaramahavihara 

152. Mayuravarnamahavihara 

153. 

154. 

155. 

156. 


Burmavaidyabaha 

Triratnabaha 

Bhaisajyabaha 

Honabaha 

Rularatnabaha 

Yantabaha 

Lakhyadhaipcuka 

Ombaha 

Jagatamunibaha 

Lakhedhambaha 

Jyobaha 

Sumbaha 

Yanmubaha 

Yacohubaha 

Nhubaha 

Dathubahi 

Tvayabaha 

Bhimdyobaha 

Henubaha 

Sagabaha 

Tanabaha 

Subaha 

Thakumbaha 

Pinchembaha 

Pilachembaha 

Pi lachembaha 

Guitabahi ( Dathubahi ) 

Guitabahi ( Tahdhambahi ) 

Guitabahi ( Cidhambahi) 

Lukhusibaha 

Ilayabahi 

Yamgabaha 

Kanibaha 

YetalibI 

Phampibaha (in Pharpin) 

Bhinohembaha 

Sikabahi 

Baregaumbahi (in Baregaum) 
Kyupubahi (in Kirtipur) 
Cobabahi (in Cobhar) 



